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There are literally hundreds of homophones in the English language and they can often be the reason why so many of us misspell words on a daily basis...even adults! So why are homophones so difficult? Homophone means ‘one sound.’ We have words in our language that sound the same but are spelt differently. Unfortunately, this also means that there are no hard and fast rules about how we can learn to spell them. All we can do is learn the different spellings and remember when to use them. Can you tell what each one means?
Let’s beat these homophones…

Most common misspelt homophone: there, their, they’re

It is over there.         It is their class.      They’re (they are) great!

aisle: a gangway between seats 
isle: an island.
aloud: out loud.
allowed: permitted.
affect: usually a verb (e.g. The
weather may affect our plans).
effect: usually a noun (e.g. It may have
an effect on our plans). If a verb, it
means ‘bring about’ (e.g. He will effect
changes in the running of the business).
altar: a table-like piece of furniture in a
church.
alter: to change.
ascent: the act of ascending (going up).
assent: to agree/agreement (verb and
noun).
bridal: to do with a bride at a wedding.
bridle: reins etc. for controlling a horse.
cereal: made from grain (e.g. breakfast
cereal).
serial: adjective from the noun series –
a succession of things one after the
other.
compliment: to make nice remarks
about someone (verb) or the remark
that is made (noun).
complement: related to the word
descent: the act of descending (going
down).
dissent: to disagree/disagreement
(verb and noun).
desert: as a noun – a barren place
(stress on first syllable); as a verb – to
abandon (stress on second syllable)
dessert: (stress on second syllable) a
sweet course after the main course of
a meal.
[bookmark: _GoBack]draft: noun – a first attempt at writing
something; verb – to make the first
attempt; also, to draw in someone
(e.g. to draft in extra help)
draught: a current of air.
farther: further
father: a male parent
guessed: past tense of the
verb guess
guest: visitor
stationary: not moving
stationery: paper, envelopes
etc.
steal: take something that
does not belong to you
steel: metal
wary: cautious
weary: tired
who’s: contraction of who is
or who has
whose: belonging to
someone (e.g. Whose jacket
is that?)
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