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Homework Policy
Purpose:

At Urmston Primary School we see homework as an essential part of learning and there are a number of key reasons for this: 

1) We feel that the main purpose of homework should be to aid us in nurturing in our children a love of learning, especially learning independently. 

2) Through promoting reading at home (and parents and children letting us know what is being read in their reading journals), it helps us to again nurture a love of reading, purely for pleasure.

3) It supports children in learning key knowledge and skills through both rule-following and rote learning – specifically spellings and times tables.

4) It helps children to consolidate some of the concepts that we learn about in class, particularly in their topics and the wider curriculum.

5) It prepares pupils, particularly in Year 6, for secondary school expectations.

6) It provides essential links between home and school.

Aims and Objectives:

The aims and objectives of this policy are:

· To ensure that staff, parents and carers are aware of what homework is expected.
· To ensure all children have a ‘fair’ amount of homework and considers an appropriate balance.
· To set out clear guidelines as to what is expected at each stage.
· To ensure that homework is accessible to all children, regardless of their ability levels.
Procedure:

Urmston Primary acknowledges government guidelines which state the amount of homework a child should be given. They are as follows:
Rec


1 hour per week


KS1 
 

1 hour per week


Years 3 & 4 

1 ½ hours a week


Years 5 & 6

½ hour per night (2 ½ hrs per week)

In addition, children in Nursery are to receive some activities to share with their parents.

However, we are fully aware that some children may already receive some homework through tutors, may have varying degrees of support and opportunities at home, etc. and placing expectations in terms of how much time should be spent doing school work at home is perhaps not appropriate. We will always return to Point 1 in our purpose which should focus on nurturing a love of learning. For this reason, although we still have high expectations regarding learning spellings and times tables, we adopt a more project-based approach over the course of a half term, which caters for different learning styles and promotes independence.

1. Homework Schedule
· At the start of the year, each class teacher should explain to parents what their children will be expected to do over the year.
· All homework will be set by the class teacher at the beginning of the half term by means of a ‘homework grid’. 
· School will run a homework club, for KS2 children each week to support those who are unsure about expectations or who’d like a quiet and calm environment to do their work in.
· All homework will be marked/acknowledged regularly, based upon the class teachers’ preference and appropriateness and age of the children. Opportunities will be made to celebrate children’s home learning.

· In Reception, the children each have a little bag containing sound and word cards to be practised at home. This bag should be returned to school each Friday so that the new words and sounds taught within that week can be added. Reading books are changed on a weekly basis and should be handed in on a Monday morning along with the reading record. Parents should write a comment in the reading record to inform the teacher that the book has been read and how their child managed.  If a parent comment has not been made, it will be assumed the reading book has not been read and will be returned for another week. 
· In KS1, spellings are handed out on a Friday and are presented on a ‘look, cover and say’ sheet, for the children to practice at home. There is no need to return this sheet. 

· In KS2, children have personalised, coloured spelling lists. There is a 3-weekly rota of when these spellings are tested and retested and this timetable is sent out to parents at the start of the half term. 
2. Homework Activities
The homework grid will contain a number of varying activities designed around the curriculum – some will be regarding use and application of core skills and some will be through broader topic-based objectives. Children will be expected to choose out of the 9 activities on the grid, with some being non-negotiable, and with children having the opportunity to ‘make a wish’ and create their own homework task based upon their current class topic. How many of the nine activities will depend on circumstance and the year group.
When setting activities staff need to ensure that there are opportunities for children to use and apply core skills – by means of a creative fiction or non-fiction writing activity and a maths investigation, as well as an opportunity to research or use some topic-based facts, acquiring ‘sticky knowledge’ in doing so. Tasks will be accessible for all children, regardless of their ability. Homework will not always need to be recorded through writing and many tasks may be practical activities or games which can be recorded through photos or videos.
Nursery

Various home activities as and when appropriate.

Reception


· Sound/word bags: little sound and word cards to practise recognition, reading and word-building each week.
· Shared reading book and shared reading record: a picture book chosen by the child to be shared with a grown up at home, along with a book for the child to record their comments or illustrations about each book. The children are responsible for changing these books and can do so as little or as often as needed. 
· Reading book: An Oxford Reading Tree scheme book is sent home each week. Children are encouraged to read these little and often.
· Occasionally, an additional ‘talk’ homework may be set.
For children in KS1 and KS2 home work will include the following activities:

· Reading: at least 4 times a week 

· Spellings:

· KS1: Weekly lists sent home and tested on Friday 

· KS2: Personalised lists based upon a mix of high and common frequency words, tricky words, spelling rules and year-group spelling lists. The system ensures children are learning differentiated spellings based upon their ability level and ensures appropriate challenge.

· Times tables – little and often (KS2)

· Homework grid activities

3. Homework Presentation

· All homework should come with a clear explanation of what is expected.

· KS1 children will put their homework inside one of the plastic wallets inside the grid homework folder. 

· KS1 parents will date the particular activity they have done each time on the grid at the front of the green homework folder. 

· KS2 children are to complete homework in a ‘learning log’ where possible
· All KS2 children should have a list of what needs to be done each week.

· Children are expected to present their work in the same way they do in school, with the same level of pride in their work.
4. Missed homework
· Missed homework should be completed as soon as possible and children in KS2 may be asked to stay in at playtime or lunchtime to complete.

· Where children persistently fail to hand their homework in, it is expected that the class teacher will speak to the parents and remind them of the home/school agreement. If it continues it must be passed on to the head.

5. Marking

· To support the teacher’s workload and ensure the process is effective and efficient, feedback for homework will be given through a number of avenues. Homework will not be marked in depth but without fail, will be acknowledged by the teacher through either written or verbal feedback. There will also be opportunities to celebrate home learning with peers through presentations and sharing of work.
6. Year 6

In preparation for secondary school and the expectations set from Year 7, our Year 6s follow a different schedule. English and maths homework is set on a Friday to be in handed in on Wednesday. Some broader, more investigative topic work may be given instead of this. The same expectations as the rest of the school are set for spellings, times tables and reading although this may be more structured as the year progresses depending on the needs of the pupils.

The implementation of this policy will be overseen by the Headteacher and it will be agreed annually.
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